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What do we see? In “A Galaxy of E-Resources,” paid e-resources are mapped to the subject guides that link to them. Added to this data is the cost per use of each resource (a log scale separated by color) and a ranking given by a committee of subject selectors (indicated by size with the larger size indicating a higher ranking).  Additionally, the spatial relationship between both subjects and e-resources is meaningful: The closer the items are to each other, the more similar they are. Through this perspective, stories and context emerge.

Why visualize?  Visualizations make it easier for groups of people to interact with a complex set of a data. For example, in “Galaxy of E-Resources” find: 
· the most expensive items (colored yellow),
· the highest ranked items (largest circles), and 
· the most interdisciplinary items (ones with the most arrows pointing to them). 
Now consider how long it would take to find these in a large spreadsheet; a table is useful, but doesn’t allow the viewer to easily see the whole picture. Viewing a singular entity in the context of other information is valuable. This is even more important for multivariable data; as an example, try finding the resources that are both the most interdisciplinary and have the lowest cost per use. Another advantage of graphics is that they make relations between data points easy to understand. Related tools are spatially located more closely on the graphic. 

Can I do that? Sure! The tool we used is called Graphviz. It’s completely open source, powerful and still easy to use.

Here’s an example to get you started:

digraph miniSolarSystem{Moon -> Earth;
Earth -> Sun;
Mars -> Sun;
}

produces:
[image: ]
For more information and documentation go to: www.graphviz.org
For information on data visualizations, Edward Tufte has authored four books all of which are valuable resources to start exploring this area of study: http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/
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